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An Opportunity for Mr. Schwarzenegger

California’s Republican governor, Arnold Schwarz-
enegger, has a laudable record of splitting with his par-
ty’s orthodoxy to support pathbreaking state initiatives
on global warming and stem cell research, Now Mr.
Schwarzenegger has a chance to make Californians saf-
er, and set a new national standard, by signing into law
the Crime Gun Identification Act of 2007,

The measure would make California the first state
to require that all new semiautomatic weapons be
equipped with technology known as microstamping,
which imprints microscopic markings as a gun fires,
That would allow palice to quickly match bullet casings
found at a crime scene to the weapon that shot them, a
valuable new tool for solving gun crimes and for deter-
ring gun traffickers who supply violent criminals.

The technology is relatively inexpensive. And the
new law gives manufacturers until 2010 to retool. Mike

Feuer, the Democratic Assemblymar who is the author
of the bill, notes that more than 40 percent of homicides
in California go unsolved yearly for Iack of evidence. The
national record is not much better, explaining the bill’s
broad support {rom law enforcement, There is no real
explanation, save the fierce opposition of the gun lobby,
for why no Republican voted for the hill,

California’s embrace of the innovative crime-fight-
ing tool over reflexive gun lobby opposition would set an
exampie for other states, and also for Congress, which
certainly needs more than a push, Nearly siy months af-
ter the massacre at Virginia Tech, a bill to tighten the
system: for preventing people with serious mental prob-
lems from purchasing guns still languishes,

For California, the new law offers a real chance to
save lives and bring more perpetrators of violent crime
tojustice. Mr. Schwarzenegger’s choice should be easy.
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